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originating with the first juvenile court’s inception.1

“superpredator” myth—
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Racial and Ethnic Disparities

, 
—b

, ,
.3

* This snapshot is drawn from information compiled by the National Juvenile Justice Network for publication on the Juvenile 
Justice Resource Hub, hosted by the Juvenile Justice Information Exchange and sponsored by a generous donation from the 
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation's Models for Change initiative.
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What is Implicit Bias?
“

.”8

are unaware of them. We are relying on “cognitive shortcuts” to filter information and categorize 
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10 found that white people have a “white preference,” 

11

12

Distorted Perceptions of Youth of Color
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b s’ ages
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orgetown Law’s C
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How Implicit Bias Impacts the Justice System

to “consciously or subconsciously associate black youth with crime and dangerousness.”17

youth was ng for the participants’ political 
18

“evidence of bias in perceptions of culpability, risk of reoffending, and deserved punishment for 
.”19

perceptions of youths’ c
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o These conclusions were consistent across the decision makers’ ethnicity and 
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o
caused by “external forces,” suc
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What Can Policy Advocates Do?

–
“Race Equity and Inclusion Guide”

—

—

—

— , by 

—

For More Information
“Racial Ethnic Fairness”

The Ohio State University’s 

Casey Foundation’s “Race Equity and Inclusion Action Guide”
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The Center for Children’s Law and Policy’s 

Prof. Kristin N. Henning’s article, “Criminalizing Normal Adolescent Behavior in 
Prosecutors in Juvenile Justice Reform,”

,
,

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) 
.

Harvard’s Project Implicit provides a virtual laboratory for collecting data on the public’s 
.

. 
“The Essence of Innocence: Consequences of Dehumanizing Black Children”

“Girlhood Interrupted: The Erasure of Black Girls’ Childhood”
Georgetown Law Center on Poverty and Inequality’s study showing that adults view 
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